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Secretary  Ripley's  comments 


History  proves  that  there  are  no  snug  harbors , 
A  me r leans,  sometimes  cynical }  should 
face  the  future  wi  th  humor  and  optimism 


This  is  July,  not  just  any  July  but  the  200th.  My  own 
feeling  is  that  it  is  the  month  to  look  forward,  not 
back,  and  this  special  issue  of  Smithsonian  shows  that 
the  editors  share  this  view.  I  believe  we  should  con¬ 
template  the  future  with  ease  and  good  humor. 

If  this  nation  has  managed  so  far,  it  is  not  because 
we  have  now  reached  a  snug  harbor  and  can  drop  an¬ 
chor,  safe  from  stormy  seas.  History  makes  a  mockery 
of  that.  But  if  we  look  forward,  let  us  do  it  with  con¬ 
fidence  supported  by  a  steady  view,  with  equanimity 
and  not  anxiety.  That  is  why  I  speak  of  ease  and 
good  humor. 

We  gain  nothing  by  deploring  the  past,  wallowing 
in  our  failures  of  leadership  or  the  evidence  of  venality 
and  corruption  that  continue  to  be  flaunted  in  our 
daily  ration  of  the  news.  As  Thomas  Jefferson  wrote 
(in  1807),  “I  really  look  with  commiseration  over  the 
great  body  of  my  fellow  citizens  who,  reading  news¬ 
papers,  live  and  die  in  the  belief  that  they  have  known 
something  of  what  has  been  passing  in  the  world  in 
their  time;  whereas,  the  accounts  they  have  read  in 
newspapers  are  just  as  true  a  history  of  any  other  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  world  as  of  the  present,  except  that  the  real 
names  of  the  day  are  affixed  to  their  fables.” 

Americans  enjoy  being  cynical,  especially  about  gov¬ 
ernment,  and  they  tend  to  assume,  sometimes  with  an 
undercurrent  of  piousness,  that  corruption— at  least 
for  some— is  here  to  stay.  But  Americans  have  enor¬ 
mous  resilience.  When  one  considers  the  state  of  out 
country  200— nay  100— years  ago,  the  distance  that  we 


have  traversed  is  stupendous.  Poverty,  disease,  lack  of 
communication  and  transportation-today,  compared 
with  the  past,  we  are  at  a  level  of  security  and  tech¬ 
nological  knowledge  never  before  equaled. 

We  should  take  great  heart  in  all  this  liberation 
from  drudgery  and  pain,  as  Philip  Abelson  recently 
editorialized  in  Science ,  And  in  taking  heart,  we  must 
retain  our  sense  of  balance  and  face  ahead.  In  this 
I  find  museums  a  wonderful  comfort.  In  a  nutshell, 
in  a  microcosm,  they  tell  us  who  we  are  and  where  we 
have  come  from,  as  our  new  exhibits  in  two  of  the 
museums  on  the  Mall  demonstrate:  one  showing  where 
our  pride  and  our  thoughts  resided  in  1876  (Smith¬ 
sonian,  May  1976);  the  other,  “A  Nation  of  Nations” 
in  the  National  Museum  of  History  and  Technology, 
which  shows  the  great  pilgrimage  to  this  country,  the 
saga  of  immigration,  of  which  we  are  the  fruit. 

As  Joseph  Ewan  wrote  in  his  introduction  to  a  li¬ 
brary  exhibition  in  1972,  "Museums  aie  too  often 
looked  upon  as  cemeteries  of  the  sciences,  but  those 
who  live  and  work  in  them  know  them  to  be  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  measuring  devices  to  determine  from  the  pres¬ 
ervation  of  observed  facts  what  is  new  and  different.” 

I  am  constantly  reminded  in  these  days  that  the 
museums,  especially  our  newest,  the  Air  and  Space 
Museum  (Smithsonian,  June  1976),  serve  as  a  prelude 
to  the  future,  a  future  to  be  viewed  with  conviction, 
a  future  which  has  untapped  resources  to  be  devel¬ 
oped  (see  David  Lilienthal,  p.108),  and  the  certain 
knowledge  that  we  all  have  a  place  in  it. 

There  is  a  mood  afoot  in  this  nation  today  for  a 
return  to  friendship,  to  confidence  and  to  optimism 
for  the  future.  I’ll  vote  for  that. 
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Sylvanla 

Gro-Lux  lamps  turn  watts 
Into  flowers. 

Of  all  the  rainbow  of  colors  in 
sunlight,  plants  like  a  certain  com¬ 
bination  of  red  and  blue  best.  Red 
light  alone  makes  them  tall  and 
spindly.  Blue  light  alone  causes 
low,  stocky  growth.  But  together 
the  result  is  beautiful. 

At  GTE  Syl vania  we  developed 
a  fluorescent  lamp  that  puts  out 
just  the  right  color  balance 
plants  go  for.  We  cal]  it  the 
Gro-Lux*9  lamp. 

We  went  further  and  de- 
veloped  a  simple,  good-look- 
ing  fixture  that  makes  it 
convenient  to  grow  plants  in  your 
home.  It  has  a  single  Gro-Lux  lamp 
and  an  adjustable  reflector  for 
varying  the  light. 

To  23  million  people,  GTE  is 
the  phone  company.  Now  we’re  in 
another  growth  area— flowers. 

And  that’s  nice,  because  it  goes 
so  well  with  the  way  we  think  of 
^>ur  selves,  which  is: 

•  “GTE— a  growing  concern  for 
W your  growing  needs.” 


General  Tel  ethane  &  ETeelronics,  One  Stamford  Forum,  Slamford,  Conn,  0*904 


7 


Just  put  your  Kodak  color  film 
in  a  Kodak  mailer  and  mail 
it  to  Kodak. 

!  Kodak  will  mail  your 
sbdes,  prints  or 
movies  back  to  you. 
jj  You  can  have  them 
delivered  nght  to 
your  own  home. 

That's  convenient. 

That's  First  Class. 

At  Kodak,  we  are  dedicated  to 
processing  your  Kodak  film  carefully  Like  all 
quality  processors,  we  take  pnde  in  our  work. 

And  that  pride  shows  up  in.your  pictures. 

So,  the  next  time  you  buy  Kodak  film,  pick 
up  some  Kodak  mailers.  And  start 
going  F irst  Class — to  Kodak.  T  -vV$ 
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